
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES.
SANDIGANBAYAN

QUEZON CITY

THIRD DIVISION

PEOPLE OF THE
PHILIPPINES,

Plaintiff,

CRIMINAL CASE NOS.
1447, 1448, 1465, 1466,
1473 and 1491

- versus-
For: Violation of Section 3(e)
ofR.A. No. 3019

BLAS BALDEBRIN, ET AL.
(with respect to accused
REYNALDO BONUS
BAYLON'1f),

Accused.

Present:
CABOTAJE-TANG, P.J.,
Chairperson,
FERNANDEZ, B. J. and
FERNANDEZ, SJ., J.l
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RESOLUTION

CAl~OTAJE-TANG, P.J.:

For resolution is the "COMPLIANCE WITH MOTION TO CANCEL
LIE.lVON NOTICES OF LEVY AND ATTACHMENTS'2 dated June 18,
2018, of Bayani Ronald L. Baylon ("Bayani").

Bayani claims that he is the only son of accused Reynaldo
Bonus Baylon ("Baylon"), one of the accused convicted in these
cases, who died on March 13, 2010. He previously filed a
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Manifestation and Very Urgent Ex-Parte Motions dated August 15,
2011, wherein he prayed that: (1) the total civil liability of accused
Baylon be fixed; (2) an order be issued allowing him to sell one of
the attached properties of accused Baylon to raise money for the
satisfaction of the civil liability and the medical treatment of his
mother, and; (3) upon satisfaction of the civil liability, an order be
issued directing the cancellation of the liens in favor of the
government annotated in the certificates of title of his father's
properties.

The said motion was partially granted by the Court in its Joint
Resolution promulgated on August 22, 2012. However, this was
overtaken by the untimely death of Bayani's mother on September
2, 2011.4 Consequently, he no longer pursued the sale of one of the
properties subject of the writ of attachment. 5

In the present motion, Bayani seeks the cancellation of the
notice of levy and attachment over the properties registered in the
name of deceased accused Baylon.> He claims that he had already
paid the full civil liability of the said deceased accused in the
amount of One Hundred Twenty Thousand Five Hundred Ninety
Nine Pesos and Twenty Three Centavos (P120,599.23) which was
fixed by the Court in its Joint Resolution promulgated on August
22, 2012.7 As evidence thereof, he attached copies of Official
Receipts 5497132, 56473C and 5677866 C, all dated April 10,
2018, signed and received by Ma. Luvi M. Rigonan, Cashier Ill,
Sandiganbayan.s

The prosecution filed its Comment dated August 10, 2018.9 It
interposes no objection to the present motion after verifying that
payment was indeed effected on April 10, 2018, albeit the official
receipts submitted by Bayani were cancelled by the Sandiganbayan
Cashier and issued anew O.R. Nos. 693549910 and 567794~

3 pp. 91-112, vei. XXXV,Record £' ,/
4 p. 239, Vol. XXXV,Record; p. 2, Compliance with Motion

Id ~
6 p. 240, id J~ I\)
7 p.239, id di
8 p. 243, id
9 pp. 257-260, vet. XXXV,Record
10 In the amount of One Hundred Eighteen Thousand Five Hundred Ni ety Pesos
and Twenty Four Centavos (P 118,590.24)
11 In the amount of Two Thousand Eight Pesos and Ninety Nine Centavos (P
200899)
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THE COURT'S RULING

The Court notes Bayani's payment of the amount of One
Hundred Twenty Thousand Five Hundred Ninety Nine Pesos and
Twenty Three Centavos (P 120,599.23) but resolves to DENY his
prayer for a declaration of the satisfaction of accused Baylon's civil
liability, and, resultantly, the cancellation of the liens annotated in
the subject properties.

The Court's Decision promulgated on December 17, 1998
found accused Baylon guilty as eo-principal in the crime of violation
of H.A. No. 3019 in Criminal Cases Nos. 1447, 1448, 1465, 1466,
1473 and 1491.12 The Court ordered him and his eo-accused
therein to indemnify the State jointly and severally the aggregate
amount of Two Hundred Forty One Thousand One Hundred Ninety
Eight Pesos and Forty Six Centavos (P241,198.46). The Court's
Joint Resolution promulgated on August 22, 2012, that fixed
deceased accused Baylon's civil liability in the amount of One
Hundred Twenty Thousand Five Hundred Ninety Nine Pesos and
Twenty Three Centavos (P120,599.23) was premised on the offer of
both the heirs of accused Baylon and accused Grefalde to settle the
civil indemnity in their respective cases, to wit:

Considering that the heirs of both accused Reynaldo
Baylon and Rufina Grefalde have offered to pay the civil
indemnity in the cases where they were both convicted and
held solidarily liable for the amount of civil liabilities, only
half of the civil indemnity in these cases shall be borne by
their heirs for each of the accused.P

It was for the above reason that the Court divided the civil
liability in Criminal Cases Nos. 1447, 1448, 1465, 1466, 1473 and
1491 between the two (2)in equal portions to facilitate the' payment

the:reof. However, a review of the records of the present case shows
that the heirs of Grefalde have yet to pay their half of the divided
civil liability in the said cases. Considering that the liability of the
accused is solidary, the Court cannot declare the civil liability of
accused Baylon extinguished exclusively on the basis of the

~
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payment of One Hundred Twenty Thousand Five Hundred Ninety
Nine Pesos and Twenty Three Centavos (P120,599.23).

People v. Inovero!" is instructive:

The nature of the obligation of the eo-conspirators in
the commission of the crime requires solidarity, and each
debtor may be compelled to pay the entire obligation. As a co-
conspirator, then, ... [the] civil liability was similar to that of a
joint tortfeasor under the rules of the civil law. Joint
tortfeasors are those who command, instigate, promote,
encourage, advise, countenance, cooperate in, aid or abet the
commission of a tort, or who approve of it after it is done, if
done for their benefit. They are also referred to as those who
act together in committing wrong or whose acts, if
independent of each other, unite in causing a single
injury. Under Article 2194 of the Civil Code, joint tortfeasors
are solidarily liable for the resulting damage. In other words,
joint tort-feasors are each liable as principals, to the same
extent and in the same manner as if they had performed the
wrongful act themselves ....

xxx xxx xxx

It would not be an excuse for any of the joint tortfeasors
to assert that her individual participation in the wrong was
insignificant as compared to those of the others. Joint
tortfeasors are not liable pro rata. The damages cannot be
apportioned among them, except by themselves. They
cannot insist upon an apportionment, for the purpose of
each paying an aliquot part. They are jointly and severally
liable for the whole amount. IS

WHEREFORE, Bayani Ronald L. Baylon's Motion to Cancel
Liens on Notices of Leuu and Attachments is DENIED for lack of
merit and his Compliance is NOTED.

SO ORDERED.

QuezonCity, MetroMan/-7
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727 SeRA 257 (2014)
Id, emphasis supplied
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PARO M. C
Presidi~ice
Chairperson

WE CONCUR:

o R. FERNANDEZ
ciate Justice

.F~ANDEZ
Associate Justice


